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This week’s community profile: Briarton 
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The Briarton file 


_ Population: 35 

— Then and now: A lot of traffic went 
through Briarton when Old Highway 47 
was the main road between Black Creek 
and Bonduel. That changed when the new 
highway was built. Briarton is at Route 2, 
Pulaski._ Farming facts: When the 
thresher went from farm to farm to harvest 
grain, people helped each other. Today, 
many farms are inactive and some old- 
timers say they don’t know the neighbors. 


Reminiscing: Raymond Rue- 
chel, Pulaski, talks about the 
old blacksmith shop his uncle, 
Herbert Ruechel, owned in 
Briarton. Raymond Ruechel 
still lives on the farm where he 
grew up. 













They remember a thriving place 



By Karil Van Boxel 

Press-Gazette 

BRIARTON — To the casual eye, 
Schoessow Steel on Wisconsin 156 may 
be all there is to Briarton. 

But enough remains of this Shawano 
County community — at least in the 
memories of residents past and present — 
to warrant a third reunion this fall. 

The first, on Oct. 3,1982. was for Briar- 

_ ton School 

Press-Gazette photos alumni. Now 
by Sandee Gerbers anyone with 

any kind of 

connection to Briarton is invited. 

Robert Krohlow, 65, W4721 Shady 
Road. Black Creek, organized the last re¬ 
union in 1987. The next one is in October. 

Briarton School closed in about 1956, 
but its one room bulged with 62 students 
in its heyday. Otto Raether sold his prop¬ 
erty for the school site in 1902 for $10. 

Raether’s daughter. Esther Moeller. 
79, Elm Road. Pulaski, farmed in the com¬ 
munity all her life. She still gets up early 

aiid goes to tile baf 11, but soil, Beilins, is 

in charge. 

"It used to be a real pretty place,” she 
said of Briarton. 'But now I'm ashamed 
of it. There's too much junk standing 
around.” 

Moeller's nephew. Raymond Ruechel. 
69. lives on the same farm near town 
where he grew up. "I walked here to 
school as a kid,” he said, while pointing 
out sites from the blacksmith shop his 
uncle. Herbert Ruechel, once owned. 

His daughter. Bonnie Shepherd, also 
lives here. 

Moeller said the general store at Wis¬ 
consin 47 and 156 was an evening gather¬ 
ing place for farmers. She remembers mu¬ 
sicians playing in a crow's nest at the 
dance hall and going to a birthday party 
in a horse-drawn sleigh. 

When the store closed and was razed 5 
years ago along with the cheese factory, 
Moeller's shopping habits changed. Like 
other residents, she buys groceries in 


Lost in time: In left photo, broth¬ 
ers Jon Gruenke, 12, left, and 
Jason, 15. walk home in Briarton 

Seymour, Appleton or Oreen bay. 

Briarton is about 20 miles from Green 
Bay, Appleton. Shawano and Clinton- 
ville. Krohlow said. 

Schoessow Steel, started by brothers 
John. Don and Jim Schoessow. outgrew 
its building and expanded operations at 
Portage. What began as a blacksmith 
shop became a manufacturer of cattle 
feeders sold nationally. 

Today. Schoessow general manager 
Tern- Zuleger. 35. 4675 Creek Valley 
Lane, Oneida, still sells steel to farmers, 
fabricators and manufacturers. "Our 
strong suit has always been selling small 
quantities. We can cut it to any size.” he 
said. 

Mike Eisch. 38.1098 Pilgrim Way. Ash- 
waubenon. sold Eisch s Bnarton Sawmill 
in March but still does some logging. 

His father. Del Eisch. farmed here and 
his grandfather. Ed Eisch. moved his Elm 
Tree tavern to the new Wisconsin 47 in 
1950. Eisch's great-grandfather. Joseph 


near the former hotel. At right, 
Bob Krohlow explains pictures of 
the once-bustling community. 

Becher. owned the hotel, dance hall and 
sawmill and his great-uncle, Frank Be¬ 
cher. had what once was the largest Ford 
dealership north of Milwaukee. 

"My son and I still deer hunt on land 
that was owned by my great-grandfa¬ 
ther.” Eisch said. 

Krohlow. who was bom and raised on 
a local farm, said he couldn’t wait for his 
work to be done when he was a boy so he 
could get to Herman Creek to spear suck¬ 
ers at night or go to "Waikiki Beach" on 
the creek to swim. 

That part of life in Briarton hasn’t 
changed. 

"We go hunting. We ride our bikes to 
the highway and when there are suckers, 
we fish." said Jon Gruenke. 12. and his 
brother. Jason. 15. sons of Mike and 
Wanda Gruenke. Route 2. Pulaski. They 
moved to Briarton from Black Creek two 
years ago. 


■ Next week: Anston in Brown County 







